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Average
Savings
of Green
Buildings ENERGY

SAVINGS
24%* - 50%**

CARBON
SAVINGS

33%*** - 39%**

WATER
USE

SAVINGS
40%**

WASTE
COST

SAVINGS
70%**

Source:
Capital E
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L EADERSHIP in
E NERGY and
E NVIRONMENTAL
D ESIGN

A leading-edge system for
certifying green performing
buildings.

Green Building
Evaluation and
Certification



The USGBC will recognize buildings
that achieve one of these rating levels
with a formal letter of certification and
a mountable plaque

LEED: Rating Systems: Certification

• Certified 40-49 points
• Silver 50-59 points
• Gold 60-79 points
• Platinum 80 + points





The goal of LEED EBOM
is to help owners improve and operate
their buildings in a sustainable and
efficient manner, today and in the future.

Introduction. LEED for Existing Buildings OM, Sept 2008





SYNERGY

The interaction of two or more agents
to produce a combined effect greater
than the sum of their separate effects
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MATERIALS AND RESOURCES

New Constructions, On Going Consumables, Durable Goods
and Facility Alterations

1. Reducing Waste at its Source
Procurement

2. Comprehensive Recycling and Composting programs:
Waste diversion from landfills and incinerators

3. Selecting Sustainable Products
Reducing Global Impacts of Material Selection
Life Cycle Impacts



MATERIALS AND RESOURCES

Reducing Waste at its Source

Procurement: Sustainable Purchasing Policy
New Constructions, On Going Consumables,
Durable Goods and Facility Alterations

• Building Reuse

• Materials Reuse, Salvaged Material

• Recycled Content:

Post-consumer & Pre-consumer

• Rechargeable Batteries



MATERIALS AND RESOURCES

Comprehensive Recycling and Composting

• Storage & Collection of Recyclables

• Construction Waste Management

• Waste Stream Audit

• Sustainable Waste Management



MATERIALS AND RESOURCES

Selecting Sustainable Products 

Reducing Global Impacts of Material
Depletion and CO2 emissions
• Rapidly renewable
• Sustainable Forestry
• Energy efficient equipment
• Regional : Extracted, Processed &

Manufactured

Life Cycle Impacts
• Mercury Content
• VOC and Formaldehyde
• Food: USDA Organic, Fair Trade,

Rainforest Alliance Certified, Regional



Solid Waste in Puerto Rico: 
25% Potential for Compost
54% Recyclables 

Resource: ADS 2009



Solid Waste: Hotel Industry:

A characterization of the waste stream of the Wyndham Anatole Hotel in Dallas
conducted by The Texas Natural Resource Conservation Commission showed
three primary materials:
Resource: Florida Green Lodging Program



55%





40%





1. AUDIT: Establish Baseline Case

2. Provide recycling of waste based on audit: Coordinate with local recycling and reuse industries

3. Waste diverted vs. Baseline Audit

4. Implement. Keep on going metrics. They will help you raise the bar.
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Join us! We need volunteers!
www.usgbccaribbean.org


